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POLICY DECLARATION OF THE JANATHA VIMUKTHI PERAMUNA (JVP, People's Liberation Front)

The capitalist political parties of Sri Lanka such as the United National Party (UNP), the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), the Federal Party (FP), the Tamil Congress (now the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) and the petit
bourgeois parties which call themselves revolutionary, the Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP), the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka (CPSL), the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP) have all participated in the, post-independence, capitalist

governments of Sri Lanka, for over thirty years.

Today, the JVP has emerged as the vanguard of the revolutionary party of the proletariat of Sri Lanka. It is foremost in
the task of combating the counter-revolutionary activities of the national bourgeoisie, the upper strata of the petit-
bourgeoisie and their international imperialist allies. Simultaneously, the JVP is engaged in the historic task of organising
the proletariat, as a class, to build the great revolutionary force dedicated to the task of carrying forward the class
confrontation. In carrying forward that struggle, the JVP will utilise every means and institution, including the bourgeois

parliament, to the utmost.

Sri Lanka is presently in the throes of a major socio-economic crisis.' The roots of the crisis lie in the colonial capitalist

socio-economic formation imposed upon the then prevalent feudal society by the foreign imperialists.

After independence in 1948, the bourgeois governments which have succeeded each other have consistently trod the
same bankrupt path of capitalist development under the guise of 'Democratic Socialism' or 'Socialist Democracy'. The
result of this policy is to be seen today in the intensification of the oppression of the working masses, mass

unemployment, the suppression of the rights of the minorities and the deprived status of women.

Whilst the working class and the oppressed mass of the people have been further weakened and reduced economically,
politically and socially during the last three decades, foreign imperialist monopolies and their collaborators, the

dependent national bourgeoisie, have enriched and expanded themselves in privilege.

In 1971, when the oppressed masses revolted against such exploitative rule, the national bourgeoisie and its petit-
bourgeois allies, in the form of the LSSP and CPSL, set-up the most repressive machinery in the modern history of Sri

Lanka to, as they expected, smash the proletarian uprising and, the revolutionary vanguard organisation, the JVP.

What are the problems imposed upon the working class and the oppressed masses as a result of this continuing capitalist
path of development in Sri Lanka? The problems are many-fold. One is the massive burden of the ever-rising cost of
living the main burden of which has fallen on the shoulders of the 4,000, 000 wage earners. Every minor wage increase
won by the workers through hard struggle has been eroded by deliberate policy of successive governments. The massive
increase in unemployment tightens the bourgeois noose around the neck of the proletariat. The right of workers for free
collective bargaining and trade union organisations has been effectively undermined and every working-class struggle is

labeled as being "anti-government conspiracy”, carrying legal sanctions.

Today, we are witnessing the rise of anti-working-class private armies of 'goondas' who are employed by the capitalist
class to attack workers, students and militants of the only revolutionary organisation which is the JVP. The whole of the

entrenched 'left' lends its weight to the capitalist parties in their attack upon the JVP.



Millions of the rural proletariat and the peasantry are being immersed in poverty and backwardness. The scarcity of land
in the hill country and the wet-zone is ever-increasing. The recurring cycle of floods in the wet-zone and drought in the
dry-zone areas of the country, combined with soil erosion, makes the life of the rural masses a nightmare. The capitalist
market-economy is ruthless in the exploitation of the rural masses. Agricultural labourers and poor peasants are
condemned to live below subsistence level. Unemployment, under-employment, malnutrition, starvation and rural

indebtedness continue unabated.

The vast majority of the population of Sri Lanka is under thirty-five years of age. Thus, the condition of the youth and
students is of major importance. Unemployment within this category is at the highest level. In 1973, an estimated two
and a half million educated youth were unemployed. Every year, over 400,000 school-leavers swell the ranks of the
unemployed. The level of unemployment among young women is double that among men. Women are not paid the same
remuneration for equal work as done by men. Politically, socially and economically, women in Sri Lanka are effectively

held in an inferior status.

The lower strata of the petit-bourgeoisie, such as the white-collar workers who are engaged in bureaucratic, technical,

cultural, craft and scientific activity, are increasingly facing the same problems as those affecting the working class.

The ruling capitalist class is in control of the social, economic, political and ideological conditions of the present-day Sri
Lankan society. Its institutions are the most powerful. Will that class, of its own accord, relinquish its immense power to
the proletariat, which is in objective conflict with it? The proletariat, acknowledging the antagonism between itself and
the capitalist class, will expect the capitalist to intensify the violence of his class and will seek to defeat the capitalist
system. The solution to the ever-growing socio-economic crisis of the peoples of Sri Lanka is to root-out the capitalist

system and establish in its place the qualitatively superior democracy of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The JVP presents this declaration of policy with the call to all proletarian forces to summon every strength for the battles

which lie ahead, within Sri Lanka and internationally; we pledge to be unswerving in that commitment, till final victory.
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE STATE

1. The state power of the proletariat shall be established.

ii. A new socialist Constitution will be promulgated as the basic law of the land.
iii. A Socialist Republic will be constituted.

iv. The Constitutional Law will be approved by a referendum.

Autocratic centralisation as well as the division of the country will be opposed.

The defense and maintenance of the territorial integrity of the country "will be based on true
egalitarianism and autonomous rule by the various minorities.

The sovereignty of the people will be recognised. All institutions of state power will be wholly
responsible to the people.

The exercise of the supreme authority of state power shall devolve on the representatives of the people
elected by the free vote of the people; such representatives will be subject to recall by the people at any
stage.

The right of every citizen over 16 years of age to elect representatives to all state institutions - central,
district, local, urban and rural and the right of every citizen over 18 years of age to be elected as such
representative, shall be guaranteed.

The people and their representatives shall effectively participate in the activities and administration of
the state.

An administrative system of People's representatives shall be substituted for the Kachcheri/Government
Agent system which is a heritage of imperialist colonial rule.

The division of administrative Districts, as made by the imperialists, will be revised on a scientific basis.

Formal and effective steps will be taken immediately to abolish the entrenched
bureaucracy.

Enjoyment of any type of social, economic-political or legal privileges not available to the masses, by
representatives of state institutions, will be completely abolished.

The right of any citizen to summon any official of any state institution before a Court of Justice will be
guaranteed.

The emoluments of all members of institutions implementing state power shall be determined so as not to
exceed-payments made to skilled workers.

The assets of those employed in state institutions shall be subject to scrutiny by representatives of mass
organisations at any time.

The pension rights of those who were members of the bourgeois Parliament will be abolished.

The Public-Security Act, consisting of such repressive legislation as the Emergency Law, Curfew Law
and the Essential Services Order, will be completely abolished.

No person or political organisation or institution shall be subjected to any type of political repression
based on mere ideological or political differences of opinion. No law shall be promulgated with such an
aim.

The Special Intelligence Unit of the Criminal Investigations Department, the C.1.D., the Police and the
three-Armed Forces and their Volunteer Forces will be dismissed.

All those employed in such units are assured of being absorbed into the various units of the labour force
on the basis of ability, efficiency and merit.
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While no regular Armed Force shall be maintained to suppress the people, all citizens shall be armed.
A Voluntary Peace Corps of the people shall be established to ensure peace and security in the country.

All young persons, male and female, will be given a two year part-time military training on completion of
their secondary education.

Regular Naval and Air Forces of workers and peasants will be established for the external defence of the
state and these Forces will be maintained with strong revolutionary fervor and the spirit of
internationalism. They shall be dedicated to the service of the people. Equanimity and comradeship will
be affirmed within these Forces. They shall be administered by Soldiers” committees. They shall enjoy
full trade union and political rights.

A State Security Committee consisting of Peoples’ Representatives shall be setup with a view to
maintaining surveillance over all enemy activity facing the socialist state and taking suitable steps to
protect the socialist state.

1. A People’s Judiciary will be established.

ii. Accordingly, rural, urban, district and provincial People's Courts and a People's Supreme Court will be
established.

iil. The present capitalist judicial system and Court procedure, which is a heritage of the imperialist
colonial era, will be completely changed.

iv. The state shall not intervene in judicial matters.
v. The death penalty shall be abolished.

1. Prisons shall be reformed so as to ensure basic human rights of the prisoners, abolishing the imperialist
colonial administrative pattern which still persists within them and thereby assisting in the rehabilitation
of prisoners as useful citizens.

ii. A formal Inquiry shall be held into the cases of all prisoners who have been convicted under the
capitalist law. Action shall be taken to make these prisoners useful citizens and provide for their release,
according to the results of such an Inquiry.

iii. Trade Union and political rights shall be guaranteed to all Prisons employees.

A formal Inquiry shall be held into all instances of bribery, fraud, misappropriation and impropriety as
well as betrayal and conspiracy committed against the people by all capitalist governments that have held
office up to now. The full truth of such an inquiry shall be revealed to the people and the offenders
brought before the People's Judiciary.

1. Necessary and effective steps shall be taken immediately to prevent the taking and giving of bribes in
all forms such as money, material and female persons.

ii. Severe penalties shall be imposed by law against bribery and corruption.

All punishments imposed upon all those penalised by political victimisation shall be abolished; family
influence and political patronage shall also be abolished, with the necessary steps being taken to confer
responsibility in keeping with ability and dedication.

The 5™ of April shall be declared the Day of the Revolutionaries who sacrificed their lives for the rights
of the proletariat and social progress and this Day shall be a state holiday in their honour.

In the field of Language:

1. The representatives of the people in all state institutions may speak in any national language of
the country and such speeches shall be simultaneously translated into all other national
languages.

ii. All laws, state edicts and proposals shall be issued in all national languages.
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iii. The right of persons in educational institutions to receive their education in the mother tongue or
in any national language of their choice shall be recognised.

iv. The right to transact business with the state in the mother language or in any national language of
one's choice shall be recognised.

V. No citizen shall be subjected to social, economic, political or any other form of discrimination on
the ground of anomaly in language.

Vi. Every citizen shall enjoy equality of rights in the use of national languages.

1. Full civil liberties shall be guaranteed to all persons.

ii. The sanctity of home of every individual shall be guaranteed.

iil. There shall be no detention without trial.

iv. Freedom of conscience, religious belief, religious practice, speech, publication, assembly, work,
organization, movement and employment shall be guaranteed.

V. The United Nations Charter on Human Rights will be observed.

1. The right to work shall be guaranteed as a basic right for every citizen.

ii. The right to employment of every young person, male and female, completing two years of
military training after secondary education, shall be recognized, and the right to receive a living
allowance from the state until such employment is found shall also be recognized.

1. It will be illegal for boys and girls under 16 years of age to work or to be engaged to work in any
situation, and all those responsible for using children within this age-group, who should be in school, in
employment will be severely punished.

ii. The maintenance of children below 16 years of age without any means of subsistence shall be the
responsibility of the state.

Every worker will be guaranteed a working week of 40 hours.

Every citizen shall have equal rights irrespective of religion, sex, caste, race or language. Equal pay shall
be guaranteed for equal work.

1. The social disabilities, oppression, discrimination and obstacles facing women shall be abolished, and in
every sphere, women shall be guaranteed equal rights with men.

ii. The decision regarding the giving of birth to children shall be a right vested in women.

iii. The giving, taking or demanding of dowry is prohibited. Violators of this principle shall be
severely punished.

iv. Security of employment and other facilities, together with fully paid leave, will be guaranteed to
women during the period of maternity.

1. The domestic slave system carried on in capitalist households will be abolished.

ii. Creches and Children’s parks will be set up to care for infants and children during the times when

their parents are at work.

1. All social, economic, political, cultural and ideological remnants of the feudal socio-economic
formation will be completely eradicated.

ii. The state shall protect archaeological treasures of historical importance.

Full political freedom shall be guaranteed to all citizens irrespective of any difference in their
employment.
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1. Plantation workers of Indian origin shall have the right to chose between emigration to India or the
obtaining of citizenship of Sri Lanka, according to their wishes

ii. Plantation workers of Indian origin who have obtained citizenship of Sri Lanka shall enjoy all
rights enjoyed by other citizens.

The Indian and Pakistani Borahs and all other foreign capitalists who have been conferred ‘Distinguished
Citizens’ by the capitalist governments, will have their citizenships cancelled,

Suitable and effective steps shall be taken to stop illicit immigration and the traffic in smuggled goods.
1. A complete Social Security Scheme will be set up for the deformed and the orphaned.

ii. A Pensions Scheme for the entire population shall be prepared.

1. The existing media of communication will be widened and utilised for the benefit of the people.

ii. The mass communication media will be utilised widely and effectively to build up the
educational levels of the masses and propagate the ideology of the proletariat.

iii. In order to effect these changes, the most modern modes of communication, such as television
will be set up in a manner beneficial to the masses.

1. The secular nature of the state will be guaranteed.

ii. The intervention of religious institutions in the affairs of the state and in the political life of the
country shall be prohibited.

iil. The right of every citizen to pursue a religion of his or her choice shall be guaranteed, while
discrimination on religious grounds shall be prohibited.

iv. Activities whereby people are exploited in the name of religion shall be abolished.

V. Viharagam and Devalagam shall be abolished and the system of feudal exploitation carried on

through this means will also be abolished.

Vi. Religious institutions shall have the freedom to engage in all religious activities, and the state
shall not intervene in such activities or obstruct them in any way.

1. Education shall be the sole responsibility of the state and the- secular nature of education shall be
guaranteed.

ii. Every citizen, without any discrimination, shall be entitled to equality of opportunity in
education.

iii. Free education shall be guaranteed, and education shall be compulsory all up to the end of the
secondary stage of their education.

iv. Science education shall be compulsory for all up to the end of the-secondary stage of their
education.

V. All requisite facilities will be made available for all to study in any of the three national
languages - viz: Sinhala, Tamil or English.

Vi. All expenses for the higher education system will be borne by the state.

Vil All University education shall be assured to all those with the requisite qualifications. It will be

modified to suit the needs of our society.
viii.  Only the state will be empowered to maintain pre-schools.

iX. An evening-school system shall be established for the benefit of workers and other employees.
This will also extend to higher education.

X. Immediate and effective steps shall be taken to abolish illiteracy and ignorance in every field. For






